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2  TIME LINE GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION IN THE LANDSCAPE 1915-2015

1915-20

Covenant Rijkswaterstaat 
and Staatsbosbeheer 
Laying out and planting 
national trunk roads and 
national canals. 
Staatsbosbeheer: in 
addition to planting forests, 
also land use planning.

1982

Nature and Agricultural Policy 
in single Ministry 
Recreation and nature 
are moved from Culture, 
Recreation and Social Work to 
Agriculture and Fisheries.

1919

Establishment 
Zuider Zee Public 
Works: designers 
and engineers make 
landscape plans for 
the new polders.

1985

Memorandum Spatial 
Framework Randstad 
Green Structure 
Construction of 5,500 ha of 
recreational areas. 

1986

First Eo Wijers 
Plan Ooievaar: restore 
nature through 
development rather 
than conservation.

1930-40

Job Creation 
Reclamations 
Landscape experts 
of Staatsbosbeheer 
advise about the 
landscape design of 
the reclamation areas.

1930

Wieringermeer drained. 
Architect Granpré Molière 
advisor to the Zuider Zee 
Public Works. Plan for new 
villages/landscape plan.

1918

Zuider Zee Act Damming 
and partial reclamation of 
Zuider Zee.

1984

Structure Plan Nature and 
Landscape Conservation 
National Parks, National 
Landscapes, Valuable 
Agricultural Man-made 
Landscapes and so on.

1922

Forestry Act

1985

Land Use Act 
Multifunctional land use.

Revision Spatial Planning Act 
More centrally-issued rules.

1924

First Land Consolidation Act 
Regulations become more 
centralised.

1928

Nature Conservation Act

1938

Revision Land 
Consolidation Act

1947

Emergency Committee 
Recovery Plan Walcheren: 
led by Roel Benthem 
Landscape Advisor 
Staatsbosbeheer. 

1966

Second memorandum on Spatial 
Planning (Ministry of Housing and 
Spatial Planning): overspill town 
policy.

1974

Third Memorandum on 
Spatial Planning Belief in 
social engineerability through 
procedural planning. 

1976

Urbanisation Memorandum 
Overspill Towns, but also 
urban renewal.

1977

Memorandum Rural Areas 
Randstad Green Structure.

1954

Land Consolidation Act 
Mandatory advice landscape 
construction, exchange of 
parcels, planning of roads and 
waterways, increase in scale, 
construction of new farms. 1965

Spatial Planning Act

1957

Eastern Flevoland impoldered, 
plan Lelystad, forest designs, 
including Horsterwold.

1958
Memorandum Western 
Netherlands (Ministry 
of Housing and 
Construction): National 
Buffer Zones.

1961

Report Delta Committee: Delta Works. 
Staatsbosbeheer active in land use 
plans for basins and integration of 
water management works (1963-1986).

1972
Introduction Core Decision 
Planning (PKB) Participation 
and consultation obligations. 
Lengthy procedures, thick 
memorandums.
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1988

Fourth Memorandum on 
Spatial Planning Compact city, 
quality daily habitat (DALO), 
Key projects, High-speed Rail, 
mainports, limiting the Green 
Heart.

1990

Fourth memorandum on 
Spatial Planning Extra Vinex 
neighbourhoods, policy and 
strategies for rural areas.

1991

Memorandum Landscape 
National Landscape pattern, 
framework approach.

1989

National Environmental 
Policy Plan (NMP, first)

1990

Nature Policy Plan 
Main Ecological Structure 
(EHS), making new nature

1999

Belvedere Policy Document 
Encourage the use of 
cultural history in spatial 
transformations.

2000

Memorandum Nature for 
People, People for Nature 
(Ministry of Agriculture, 
Nature and Food Quality)

2001

Fifth Memorandum on 
Spatial Planning 
Red and green contours.

Memorandum on 
Architectural policy 
‘Designing the Netherlands’ 
Concrete spatial tasks.

2004

Installation Board of 
Government Advisors 
Safeguarding spatial 
quality in policy. 

1992

Structure Plan Green Space (SGR) 
Integrated policy, six large green 
areas. 

1995

Strategy Urban Landscapes 
Concept urban landscapes, 
new country estates, red 
for green.

2001

NMP4
Ambition high-quality 
living environment, 
long-term objectives.

2002

SGR2 ‘The Green Space 
Is for Everyone’ 
National Landscapes and 
Parks.

2004

Spatial Planning Memorandum 
Decentralisation spatial policy.

2007

Start Ruimte voor de Rivier 
Water safety and spatial 
quality.

2008

Agenda Landscape 
Planning processes and 
decision making are 
central.

Advice Delta Committee 
(Committee Veerman) 
‘Working Together with 
Water‘: NL 10x safer.

2012

Action Agenda 
Architecture and Spatial 
Design

2014

Delta Decisions 
(Delta Programme)

2009

National Water Plan 2009-2015 Delta 
Commissioner and Delta programme.

2010

Coalition Agreement Rutte I 
Protection landscapes abandoned.

2011

Strategy for Heritage and Spatial Planning 
‘Kiezen voor karakter’ (Choose Character) 
Protection for some areas.

2012

National Strategy on Infrastructure and Spatial 
Planning National buffer zones, national 
landscapes, Randstad Green Structure (RodS) 
and motorway panoramas abandoned.

2014

National Nature Strategy 2014 
Decentralisation nature policy, National 
Ecological Network NL replaces Main 
Ecological Structure (EHS).

2015

Concept Environment and Planning Act
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